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THE  CONTINUATION  COMMITTEE 


By  JOHN  R.  MOTT,  LL.D.,  Chairman. 

The  World  Missionary  Conference  at  Edinburgh  widely  and  deeply 
impressed  Christendom.  It  awakened  expectations  of  greater 
things  in  the  expansion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ — expectations  so 
great  that  the  Edinburgh  Conference  is  recognized  as  not  merely  an 
event  in  the  past,  but  rather  as  a  present  and  growing  force.  It  is  the 
promise  of  this  permanent  productive  influence  of  the  Conference 
that  gives  to  it  a  living  interest.  In  the  work  of  the  eight  Com¬ 
missions  it  was  found  that  eminent  missionaries  and  native  workers 
in  the  mission  field,  and  leaders  of  the  missionary  forces  in  Christian 
lands,  felt  strongly  that  steps  should  be  taken  at  Edinburgh  to  draw 
closer  together  the  different  forms  of  missionary  work,  and  by  some 
organization,  however  tentative,  to  unite  the  present  with  the  future, 
and  to  secure  that  the  beginnings  of  co-ordination  and  co-operation, 
of  which  the  Edinburgh  Conference  was  the  expression,  should  be  con¬ 
tinued  and,  if  possible,  developed.  The  Conference  came  irresistibly 
to  the  conclusion  that  such  an  agency  should  be  created. 

Without  doubt  the  day  of  most  vital  interest  at  Edinburgh  was 
Tuesday,  June  21.  On  that  day,  while  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Co-operation  and  the  Promotion  of  Unity  was  under 
discussion,  the  Conference  decided  to  create  a  Continuation  Com¬ 
mittee.  Many  feared  that  the  diverse  elements  assembled  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  could  not  be  united,  but  had  met  only  to  part  again.  It  is 
significant,  it  is  prophetic,  that,  after  prolonged  discussion  in  which 
difficulties  were  faced  with  Christian  candour  and  courage  and  in  a 
deeply  prayerful  spirit,  this  one  official  action  of  the  Conference  was 
taken  unanimously.  None  present  will  forget  the  thrilling  sense  of 
oneness  of  desire  and  purpose  which  came  after  the  vote  was  taken. 
All  felt  that  a  grave  peril  had  been  safely  passed  ;  for  what  more  serious 
disaster  could  have  befallen  the  Edinburgh  Conference  than  to  have 
caught,  through  its  atmosphere  of  united  study,  united  intercession, 
and  intimate  fellowship  the  clear  vision  of  the  wonderful  possibilities 
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of  concerted,  constructive  effort  on  the  part  of  all  the  missionary 
forces  at  this  time  of  times,  and  then  to  have  turned  away  from  it. 

The  work  of  the  Continuation  Committee  is  to  carry  forward  the 
activities  and  to  perpetuate  the  spirit  of  the  Edinburgh  gathering. 
None  realized  more  keenly  than  the  various  Commissions  how  in¬ 
adequately  much  of  the  work  of  investigation  had  been  done. 
Because  of  the  many  limitations  they  could  not  as  a  rule  do  more  than 
outline  their  subjects  and  concentrate  their  efforts  upon  certain 
selected  aspects  of  them.  The  Continuation  Committee  is  in  a 
position  to  deal  more  deliberately  and  systematically  with  the  great 
problems  of  missions.  Through  Special  Committees  it  will  continue 
the  investigations  begun  by  the  Commissions,  and  will  study  the 
data  with  a  view  to  building  up  a  science  of  missions  on  which 
statesmanlike  policies  may  be  based. 

The  Continuation  Committee  will  increasingly  serve,  through 
publications,  visits,  conferences,  and  correspondence,  as  a  clearing¬ 
house  for  the  missionary  societies.  Thus  the  experiences,  methods, 
and  plans,  and,  above  all,  the  distinctive  ideals  and  convictions  of 
each  nation,  race,  and  communion,  will  become  more  widely  known 
to  all  others  engaged  in  the  missionary  undertaking. 

The  Continuation  Committee  will  facilitate  closer  co-operation 
between  the  many  agencies  engaged  in  missionary  work.  This  effort 
is  the  first  serious  and  systematic  attempt  to  bring  into  helpful  touch 
the  vast  and  yet  hitherto  unrelated  missionary  activities  of  the  world. 
The  Committee  is  the  concrete  expression  of  the  spirit  of  co-operation 
in  an  undertaking  so  extensive  that  no  one  Christian  communion  can 
hope  to  accomplish  it  alone,  and  in  which  each  society  and  communion 
is  under  obligation  to  give  to  the  others  its  experience,  its  sympathy, 
and  its  intercession. 

More  vital  still  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  seek  to  preserve 
the  vision  and  to  spread  the  spirit  and  atmosphere  of  the  World 
Missionary  Conference.  It  is  easy  to  lose  such  a  vision,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  impart  such  a  spirit.  Without  vigilance  and  true  per¬ 
spective  the  most  sacred  things  may  become  common,  and  that  which 
once  deeply  moved  the  lives  of  men  may  cease  to  influence  and 
control  them. 

The  Continuation  Committee  consists  of  thirty-five  missionary 
leaders  :  ten  from  the  British  Isles,  ten  from  the  continent  of  Europe, 
ten  from  North  America,  and  five  from  Asia,  Africa,  and  Australia. 
The  members  are  chosen  from  seventeen  different  countries,  and  an 
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even  larger  number  of  missionary  organizations.  While  many 
important  phases  of  the  varied  and  comprehensive  enterprise  of 
Christian  missions  are  represented,  it  is  frankly  recognized  that  the 
Committee  is  not  adequately  representative  of  the  missionary  forces  of 
the  world.  When  the  Edinburgh  Conference  limited  the  Committee 
to  thirty-five,  it  became  manifestly  impossible  to  embrace  in  its 
membership  representatives  of  more  than  a  fraction  of  the  missionary 
societies  and  agencies.  This,  quite  apart  from  any  other  reason, 
points  to  the  formation  ultimately  of  a  permanent  International 
Committee  which  would  be  thoroughly  representative  of  the  vast 
and  complex  world  missionary  movement.  The  Continuation 
Committee  was  authorized  to  confer  with  societies  and  boards  as  to 
the  best  method  of  working  toward  the  formation  of  such  a  committee 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  several  Commissions  of 
the  Edinburgh  Conference.  This  matter  is  receiving  careful  considera¬ 
tion.  It  is  certain  that,  when  the  missionary  societies  see  their  way  to 
create  such  an  International  Committee,  it  will  not  exercise  authority 
over  mission  policy  any  more  than  does  the  present  Continuation 
Committee.  It  will,  however,  differ  in  being  larger  and  more  repre¬ 
sentative  in  character,  and  in  having  received  the  formal  endorsement 
of  the  missionary  societies. 

The  Continuation  Committee  met  on  June  24th  and  25th,  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  Edinburgh  Conference,  and  made  the  preliminary 
draft  of  the  constitution,  elected  officers,  and  appointed  committees. 
Its  next  meeting  was  held  from  May  16th  to  20th,  1911,  in  Auckland 
Castle,  at  Bishop  Auckland,  England,  where  its  members  met  as 
the  guests  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham.  The  Committee  con¬ 
tinued  in  session  mornings,  afternoons,  and  evenings,  for  four 
full  days.  The  seriousness  with  which  the  Committee  has  accepted 
its  responsibility  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  there  were  present  at 
this  meeting  the  ten  members  from  the  Continent,  the  ten  from 
North  America,  and  eight  of  the  ten  from  Great  Britain,  the  other 
two  being  detained  by  illness.  The  remaining  five  members,  repre¬ 
senting  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  world,  were  prevented  from 
attending  through  inability  to  command  the  time  necessary  to 
travel  the  great  distances  involved.  Reports  from  the  Executive 
and  the  nine  Special  Committees  appointed  at  the  first  meeting  in 
Edinburgh  were  received  and  discussed.  Some  of  these  committees 
were  continued,  while  others,  having  carried  their  tasks  so  far 
as  seemed  practicable,  were  discharged.  New  committees  were 
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created.  The  constitution  of  the  Continuation  Committee  was 
adopted,  and  rules  governing  the  procedure  and  relationships  of 
committees  in  their  work  of  investigation  and  report  were  deter¬ 
mined.  It  is  probable  that  the  Committee  will  have  one  regular, 
extended  meeting  each  year,  and  that  its  Executive  will  meet  from 
time  to  time  as  the  demands  of  the  work  may  require. 

The  range,  variety,  and  importance  of  the  work  of  the  Continua¬ 
tion  Committee  may  be  recognized  by  an  outline  of  the  work  of  its 
Special  Committees.  Committees  have  been  appointed  only  as  they 
seemed  necessary  to  accomplish  work  which  the  Commissions  em¬ 
phasized  as  of  permanent  value.  The  policy  in  constituting  com¬ 
mittees  is  to  appoint  a  small  nucleus  of  a  committee,  other  members 
to  be  added  by  the  Executive  from  time  to  time  as  exigencies  of 
the  work  require  and  as  persons  are  discovered  whose  co-operation 
is  specially  desired.  In  addition  to  the  members  of  the  Continuation 
Committee  itself,  a  large  number  of  those  possessing  special  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  different  subjects  under  consideration  have  been  placed 
on  the  Special  Committees.  The  eleven  Special  Committees  now 
constituted  are  practically  all  international  in  their  composition, 
and  although  for  convenience  or  efficiency  they  are  divided  into 
sections  on  national  or  other  lines,  each  committee  acts  as  a  whole 
at  the  important  stages  of  its  work.  Each  committee,  in  consultation 
with  the  Executive  of  the  Continuation  Committee,  has  defined 
its  objects,  stated  the  reasons  why  these  objects  are  necessary  or 
desirable,  and  outlined  the  steps  proposed  for  carrying  them  out. 
The  committees  are  guided  by  simple  rules  designed  to  promote 
efficiency,  to  prevent  overlapping,  and  to  define  clearly  their  relation 
to  the  Continuation  Committee  itself.  Conclusions  affecting  policy 
or  methods  of  missionary  work  are  submitted  to  the  Continuation 
Committee  before  they  become  the  basis  of  suggestion  or  action. 

A  Committee  on  the  unoccupied  fields  of  the  world  was 
appointed  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Continuation  Committee,  in 
view  of  certain  recommendations  by  Commission  I.  on  Carrying 
the  Gospel  to  all  the  non-Christian  World.  Its  preliminary  work 
showed  that  the  study  of  the  unoccupied  fields  is  closely  connected 
with  a  general  survey  of  all  mission  fields.  Therefore  at  Auckland 
Castle  its  scope  was  enlarged,  and  its  name  changed  to  The  Committee 
on  Missionary  Survey  and  Occupation.  It  has  been  commissioned 
to  consider  the  possibility  of  making  or  securing  complete  surveys 
of  different  missionary  lands,  to  ascertain  the  facts  concerning  the 


CONTINUATION  COMMITTEE 


7 


occupation  of  these  fields,  and  to  make  a  special  study  of  methods, 
principles,  and  policies  affecting  the  nature  and  adequacy  of  mis¬ 
sionary  occupation.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  lay  foundations  for 
a  real  science  of  missionary  occupation  which  will  influence  the 
policy  of  missionary  societies.  As  the  whole  task  cannot  be  accom¬ 
plished  simultaneously,  it  is  proposed  to  make  surveys  of  parti¬ 
cular  mission  fields  in  succession  until  the  whole  world  field  shall  have 
been  covered.  This  will  require  years  of  work,  and  the  co-operation 
of  many  workers  on  the  different  fields  will  be  indispensable.  The 
reports  of  the  committee  will  furnish  a  fresh  and  moving  appeal, 
and  will  point  the  way  to  a  more  adequate  missionary  strategy. 
The  absence  of  such  a  survey  explains  in  part  why  the  Church  has 
not  yet  seriously  attempted  to  evangelize  the  world.  The  work 
of  the  present  decade  should  remove  the  necessity  for  this  damaging 
confession. 

A  Committee  on  the  Formation  of  a  Board  of  Study  in  Great 
Britain  was  appointed  immediately  following  the  Edinburgh  Con¬ 
ference.  The  work  of  Commission  V.  on  the  Preparation  of  Mission¬ 
aries  and  the  discussion  of  its  report  at  Edinburgh  clearly  revealed 
the  need  of  a  body  of  competent  persons  to  study  the  whole  subject 
of  the  training  of  missionaries  with  reference  to  the  special  require¬ 
ments  of  different  fields  and  to  the  existing  facilities  for  such  training, 
and  to  give  advice  and  counsel  when  desired  both  to  missionary 
candidates,  and  to  those  responsible  for  their  training.  After  careful 
study  this  committee  drew  up  a  plan  for  the  constitution,  work, 
and  appointment  of  such  a  Board,  and  submitted  it  to  the  missionary 
societies  of  Great  Britain.  As  a  great  majority  of  the  societies 
approved  the  proposal  to  form  a  Board  of  Study,  a  meeting  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  missionary  societies  was  held  last  March  in  London, 
which  proceeded  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  constitute  the  Board. 
At  this  meeting  the  conviction  was  expressed  that  to  ensure  the 
highest  success  of  the  Board  a  secretary  should  be  appointed  to 
give  his  whole  time  to  its  work.  The  committee,  having  accom¬ 
plished  the  work  for  which  it  was  appointed,  was  discharged  by  the 
Continuation  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  Auckland  Castle.  A 
small  sub-committee,  however,  was  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
on  the  relation  of  the  new  Board  of  Study  to  the  Continuation  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  through  it  to  similar  Boards  of  Study  in  other  countries 
which  already  exist  or  may  later  be  created. 

In  this  connection,  attention  should  be  called  to  the  interesting 
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fact  that  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Boards 
and  Societies  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  at  its  meeting  last 
January,  having  heard  through  the  officers  of  the  Continuation 
Committee  the  proposed  plan  for  a  Board  of  Study  in  Great  Britain, 
decided  to  create  a  similar  Board  for  North  America,  and  appointed 
a  representative  committee  for  this  purpose.  This  committee  has 
created  a  Board  of  Missionary  Studies  for  North  America,  composed 
of  over  thirty  leaders  qualified  to  render  assistance  to  missionary 
societies  in  the  preparation  of  missionaries.  These  newly  con¬ 
stituted  Boards  in  Great  Britain  and  America  will  deal  with  specifi¬ 
cally  missionary  training,  as  contrasted  with  general  training.  They 
will  be  the  servants  of  all  the  missionary  societies  in  this  work,  which 
is  essential  to  the  highest  efficiency  and  fruitfulness  of  the  missionary 
movement. 

A  Committee  on  the  Development  of  Training  Schools 
for  Missionaries  on  the  Field  has  been  created.  This  contem¬ 
plates  keeping  in  touch  with  the  various  efforts  that  are  being  made 
all  over  the  mission  field  for  the  establishment  of  such  agencies,  and 
assisting  them  in  every  way  practicable.  In  some  of  the  principal 
language  areas,  at  any  rate  for  the  present,  there  is  scope  for  the 
establishment  of  schools  for  the  study  of  the  language,  notwith¬ 
standing  all  that  may  be  accomplished  in  a  preliminary  way  in  the 
home  lands.  Certain  other  special  courses,  pertaining  to  the  religions, 
institutions,  and  customs  of  the  different  peoples  concerned,  could 
also  be  advantageously  included  in  the  curricula  of  these  institutions. 
Naturally  the  closest  relation  of  mutual  helpfulness  will  be  main¬ 
tained  between  such  institutions  abroad  and  the  Boards  of  Study 
at  home. 

The  Committee  on  Christian  Education  in  the  Mission 
Field  is  divided  into  two  sections  :  the  American  section,  acting 
as  the  Executive  of  the  whole  Committee  with  reference  to  Japan, 
Korea,  China,  Siam,  Laos,  the  Philippines,  the  Turkish  Empire, 
Persia,  and  Egypt ;  and  the  European  section,  holding  a  similar 
position  with  reference  to  the  Indian  Empire,  the  South  Sea  Islands, 
the  Dutch  East  Indies,  and  Africa  with  the  exception  of  Egypt. 
The  Committee  will,  however,  act  as  a  whole  in  relation  to  all  fields. 
The  chief  work  of  the  Committee  is  investigation  and  study,  con¬ 
tinuing  the  valuable  investigation  begun  by  Commission  III.  with 
reference  to  educational  conditions  throughout  the  mission  fields, 
and  the  possibility  of  improving  these  conditions.  It  hopes  to  serve 
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as  a  means  of  communication  between  educational  workers  abroad 
and  the  best  educational  thought  in  Europe  and  America.  It  will 
co-operate  where  desired  in  helping  to  standardize  and  co-ordinate 
Christian  education  within  given  areas,  and  to  develop  efficient 
co-operation  among  various  Christian  bodies  in  the  higher  forms 
of  education  as  recommended  by  Commission  III.  It  desires  to 
promote  educational  associations  and  conferences  in  mission  fields 
where  these  do  not  exist,  and  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  those  already 
at  work.  It  will  place  its  services  at  the  disposal  of  the  missionary 
societies. 

A  Committee  on  Christian  Literature  was  appointed  to 
investigate  the  whole  subject  of  the  production  and  use  of  literature 
in  the  mission  fields.  Owing  to  the  prolonged  illness  of  its  Chair¬ 
man,  Dr.  Robson,  this  committee  was  delayed  in  beginning  its  wTork. 
It  is  hoped  that,  in  co-operation  with  existing  Christian  Literature 
Societies,  it  may  render  service  in  bringing  this  important  subject 
more  forcibly  to  the  attention  of  the  home  Church,  and  in  various 
ways  in  promoting  co-ordination  and  co-operation  in  the  work  of 
Christian  literature. 

Possibly  the  most  serious  omission  in  the  preparations  for  the 
Edinburgh  Conference  was  the  failure  to  appoint  a  Commission  to 
deal  with  the  subject  of  medical  missions.  The  representatives  of 
different  medical  missions  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Continuation 
Committee,  requesting  the  appointment  of  a  special  Committee 
on  Medical  Missions.  Such  a  committee  has  been  created,  and 
is  dealing  with  the  subject  of  medical  missions  in  a  broad  and  com¬ 
prehensive  way.  It  will  investigate  the  problems  relating  to  medical 
education  on  the  home  field  and  to  the  establishment  of  medical 
schools  in  the  mission  field.  It  will  also  consider  questions  relating 
to  the  co-ordination  of  medical  work  and  likewise  of  medical  educa¬ 
tion.  A  matter  of  unusual  importance,  which  has  been  all  too  long 
neglected,  will  be  the  scientific  study  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
missionary  calling.  The  best  plans  of  education  and  advice  for 
non-medical  missionaries  on  health  questions  will  be  studied,  and 
special  means  for  safeguarding  the  health  and  increasing  the  physical 
working  efficiency  of  the  missionary  staff  will  be  considered. 

Solid  ground  for  gratitude  and  hopefulness  was  afforded  at 
Edinburgh  by  the  report  of  the  Commission  which  dealt  with  the 
Church  in  the  Mission  Field.  The  evidence  massed  in  its  report 
and  emphasized  in  the  long  and  interesting  discussion  told  eloquently 


IO 


WORLD  MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE 


of  the  rapidly  increasing  numbers,  of  the  strengthening  of  character, 
of  the  new  evangelistic  energy  and  spiritual  victories,  and  above 
all  of  the  growing  independence  and  power  of  self-propagation  of 
the  various  native  Churches  in  Asia  and  Africa.  The  impression 
was  deepened  by  the  presence  and  able  participation  of  Orientals 
in  the  activities  of  the  Conference.  In  this  respect  the  Edinburgh 
Conference  marked  a  genuine  advance.  Certain  perils  and  prob¬ 
lems  of  these  Churches  were  made  to  stand  out  more  vividly 
than  at  any  preceding  missionary  gatherings.  The  delicate  and 
vital  questions  pertaining  to  the  future  relations  between  the  home 
Church  and  the  Church  on  the  mission  field  were  recognized  to  be 
such  as  to  cause  members  of  the  missionary  societies  and  prominent 
native  Christians  to  favour  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  deal 
with  such  questions.  There  has,  therefore,  been  appointed  a  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Church  in  the  Mission  Field.  It  will  devote  itself 
to  the  collecting  of  information,  and  the  studying  of  questions  of 
policy,  and  will  make  available  the  results  of  its  special  studies. 

The  terminology  and  methods  in  the  statistical  work  of  different 
countries  have  differed  quite  widely,  notably  those  of  the  Continent 
from  those  of  North  America.  The  difference  has  not  been  one 
of  relative  accuracy  or  thoroughness,  but  rather  one  of  the  use  of 
differing  governing  principles.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  satis¬ 
factory  statistical  returns,  it  has  been  found  desirable  to  appoint 
a  Committee  for  Securing  Uniformity  of  Statistical  Returns. 
This  committee  includes  in  its  membership  the  leading  European  and 
American  authorities  on  missionary  statistics.  They  are  carrying 
on  a  thorough  study  of  the  problem,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near 
future  they  may  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  working  agreement. 

In  line  with  the  recommendation  of  Commission  VII.  on 
Missions  and  Governments  there  has  been  appointed  a  special 
Committee  to  prepare  a  Statement  of  the  Recognized  Principles 

WHICH  UNDERLIE  THE  RELATIONS  BETWEEN  MISSIONS  AND  GOVERN¬ 
MENTS.  This  committee  includes  among  its  members  a  number  of 
men  prominent  in  public  affairs,  and  will  relate  to  its  studies  jurists 
of  international  repute.  After  its  report  has  received  the  endorse¬ 
ment  of  the  Continuation  Committee  or  its  Executive,  it  may  be 
published  for  the  information  both  of  missionaries  and  of  government 
officials  who  may  be  in  contact  with  missionary  work.  At  its  recent 
meeting  the  Continuation  Committee  considered  the  desirability  of 
appointing  a  special  committee  to  deal  with  questions  which  may 
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arise  between  missions  and  governments.  After  full  deliberation, 
however,  it  resolved  that  it  is  best  at  the  present  time  to  leave  such 
questions  to  be  taken  up  by  the  missionary  societies  of  each  country, 
acting  so  far  as  possible  in  concert ;  and  that,  in  countries  where 
they  do  not  already  have  an  agency  for  united  action  of  this  kind, 
the  Committee  recommended  the  making  of  such  provision.  The 
Executive  was  authorized  to  lend  its  services  to  any  country  which 
may  require  them.  At  the  same  time  it  was  decided  that  in  case 
matters  arise  which  in  the  judgment  of  any  National  Committee 
imperatively  call  for  some  international  action,  the  Continuation 
Committee  or  its  Executive  shall  take  such  steps  as  may  seem  wise 
and  necessary.  The  Committee  has  already  had  under  consideration 
a  number  of  questions  of  international  concern. 

The  past  five  years  have  been  crowded  with  events  unprecedented 
in  the  recent  history  of  Islam,  such  events  as  the  revolutions  in  Turkey 
and  Persia,  the  development  of  the  nationalist  movement  in  Egypt, 
the  extension  of  railroad  systems  in  the  Near  East,  the  larger  participa¬ 
tion  in  Indian  affairs  granted  to  Moslems,  the  efforts  on  the  part  of 
Islam  to  adapt  itself  to  present-day  conditions,  the  modernist  move¬ 
ment  within  Islam,  and  the  tendency  to  draw  closer  the  bonds  of 
Mohammedan  brotherhood.  It  has  also  been  a  period  of  unusual 
encouragement  in  the  development  of  interest  among  Christians  in  the 
Mohammedan  problem,  and  the  deepening  sense  of  responsibility  with 
reference  to  bringing  the  helpful  influence  of  the  Gospel  to  bear  upon 
them.  It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  the  importance  of  the 
Moslem  problem  was  recognized  at  Edinburgh  by  almost  every  Com¬ 
mission.  Subsequent  discussion  and  reflection  on  the  part  of  the 
Continuation  Committee  led  to  unanimous  action  in  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  on  Work  among  Moslems.  This  committee  is 
composed  of  some  of  the  most  competent  students  of  the  Moham¬ 
medan  problem.  It  will  deal  with  certain  communications  from  the 
Conference  on  Missions  to  Moslems,  held  at  Lucknow,  and  will  keep 
in  close  touch  with  the  committee  appointed  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
that  Conference.  It  will  consider  and  report  on  ways  in  which  the 
Continuation  Committee  can  render  special  service  in  relation  to  the 
Moslem  problem. 

The  most  characteristic  and  the  dominant  note  of  the  Edinburgh 
Conference  was  co-operation  and  unity.  It  would  have  been  strangely 
incongruous,  therefore,  had  not  the  Conference  been  followed  by  a 
continuation  of  the  investigations  and  reports  bearing  on  this  all- 
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inclusive  and  momentous  subject#  The  Continuation  Committee  has 
but  done  its  duty  in  appointing  a  Committee  on  Co-operation  and 
Unity.  Its  principal  work  will  be  to  gather  information  regarding 
all  movements  in  the  direction  of  co-operation  and  unity  in  missionary 
efforts,  continuing  the  work  on  the  wise  lines  followed  by  Commission 
VIII. 

The  Continuation  Committee  decided  at  Auckland  Castle  to 
establish  The  International  Review  of  Missions.  This  periodical  will 
appear  quarterly,  and  will  be  scientific  in  character.  While  this  is 
the  organ  of  the  Continuation  Committee,  its  pages  are  open  for  the 
free  expression  of  views  divergent  from  those  held  by  the  Committee. 
It  will  serve  as  a  means  of  communication  between  the  Continuation 
Committee  and  the  leaders  of  missionary  thought  and  action  through¬ 
out  the  world.  It  will  be  of  real  service  to  all  other  missionary 
periodicals,  treating  missions,  as  it  will,  from  the  world  point  of  view. 
It  will  fix  thought  on  the  non-Christian  world  as  a  whole,  and  on  the 
missionary  enterprise  as  a  whole.  It  will  keep  to  the  front  great 
principles,  thus  helping  workers  who  are  tempted  to  become  absorbed 
with  details.  It  will  facilitate  the  study  and  discussion  of  great  and 
pressing  questions.  Workers,  scholars,  and  statesmen  will  have 
opportunity  to  influence  missionary  policy,  and  constructive  Christian 
statesmanship  will  be  promoted. 

A  question  of  concern  to  the  whole  missionary  enterprise  was  raised 
by  the  Continuation  Committee  at  its  recent  meeting  ;  namely,  that 
of  establishing  a  better  common  understanding,  a  closer  co-ordination, 
and  a  more  vital  relationship  between  the  missionary  agencies  on 
the  home  fields  and  the  leaders  of  the  Church  in  the  mission  fields. 
While  the  workers  of  different  societies  and  communions  in  some  of 
the  home  countries  have,  in  recent  years,  come  into  mutually  helpful 
relations  ;  and  while  on  certain  mission  fields  movements  in  the 
direction  of  co-operation,  federation,  and  union  have  drawn  together 
the  leaders  ;  and  while  in  the  case  of  some  Christian  bodies  the 
leaders  at  the  home  base  and  at  the  front  have  arrived  at  a  working 
agreement  in  their  policy ;  it  is  true  still  that  between  the  leaders 
of  all  the  Christian  forces  on  any  one  of  the  principal  mission  fields 
and  the  leaders  of  all  the  mission  agencies  at  the  home  base  there  is 
lacking  that  common  understanding  and  mutual  helpfulness  that  are 
necessary  for  the  largest  results.  This  is  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
why  missionaries,  administrators,  and  discerning  laymen  have  hailed 
with  such  satisfaction  the  formation  of  the  Continuation  Committee. 


CONTINUATION  COMMITTEE 


13 


Owing  to  the  representative  character  of  its  membership,  and  owing 
to  its  aims  and  relationships,  they  believe  that  it  can  minister  largely 
in  the  direction  of  meeting  this  need. 

At  their  recent  session  the  Committee  discussed  the  matter  at 
great  length.  It  recognized  furthermore  that  the  investigations  to 
be  conducted  by  several  of  the  Special  Committees  involve  extended 
research  on  the  mission  field,  that  such  work  should  be  as  closely 
correlated  as  possible,  and  that  personal  touch  is  of  large  value  in 
bringing  the  aims,  methods,  and  work  of  the  Committee  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  missionaries  and  leaders  of  the  Church  in  the  mission 
field  as  well  as  the  mission  boards  and  the  general  public  at  home. 
The  Continuation  Committee  therefore  requested  its  Chairman  “  to 
consider  whether  he  can  arrange  to  devote  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  time  to  the  work  of  the  Continuation  Committee  and  its 
Special  Committees,  more  particularly  in  visiting  the  mission  fields, 
acquainting  missionaries  and  native  leaders  with  the  work  and  plans 
of  the  Continuation  Committee,  studying  how  missionary  bodies 
on  the  field  and  this  Committee  may  be  brought  into  most  mutually 
helpful  relations,  and  assisting  the  work  of  the  Special  Committees 
in  such  other  ways  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Executive  acting 
in  consultation  with  them.” 

The  Chairman,  after  careful  consideration,  has  decided  to  respond 
favourably  to  this  request,  and  plans  to  start  within  a  year  on  an 
extended  and  unhurried  visit  in  an  honorary  capacity  to  the  princi¬ 
pal  mission  fields  throughout  Asia.  While  carrying  on  this  special 
mission  he  will  also  continue  to  discharge  his  duties  to  the  World’s 
Student  Christian  Federation  and  to  the  other  movements  to  which 
he  is  responsibly  related.  Before  starting  he  will  confer  with  the 
leaders  of  the  missionary  societies  in  North  America  and  Europe. 
He  hopes  that  he  may  have  the  opportunity,  in  conferences  and  other¬ 
wise,  of  coming  into  close  contact  with  missionaries  and  native 
leaders  in  the  various  mission  fields,  and  learning  from  them  how 
in  their  judgment  the  Continuation  Committee  can  render  the 
greatest  service  to  the  missionary  cause.  His  plans  will  be  shaped 
in  consultation  with  the  Continuation  Committee  and  the  leaders 
in  the  different  fields,  and  his  report  will  be  the  subject  of  special 
consideration  by  the  Committee  on  his  return.  That  this  mission 
on  behalf  of  the  Committee  is  both  timely  and  desirable  is  seen  from 
the  fact  that  missionaries  singly  and  in  conferences  in  three  of  the 
Asiatic  countries  and  in  one  conference  in  Africa  have  requested 
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such  co-operation,  and  that  some  of  the  home  secretaries  of  societies 
and  prominent  laymen  have  urged  similar  plans. 

Certain  principles  must  govern  the  working  of  the  Continuation 
Committee  if  it  is  to  be  true  to  the  body  which  created  it,  and  thus 
perpetuate  and  extend  the  influences  of  the  Edinburgh  Conference. 

It  is,  in  an  important  sense,  a  world’s  Committee.  It  must  plan, 
speak,  and  act  internationally.  Its  members  will  seek  to  under¬ 
stand  their  task  and  to  express  their  convictions  from  the  point  of 
view  of  a  world  enterprise.  Missionary  leaders  have  so  long  ap¬ 
proached  their  problems  and  conducted  their  activities  from  sectional, 
national,  and  racial  angles  that  this  will  not  be  easy.  The  Atlantic 
Ocean  and  other  stubborn  geographical  facts  will  militate  against 
it ;  but  the  Committee  must  pay  what  it  costs  in  time,  money, 
forethought,  and  patience  to  overcome  these  limitations.  Even 
national  questions  will  more  and  more  be  dealt  with  from  an  inter¬ 
national  point  of  view.  The  responsibilities  of  the  Continuation 
Committee  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  drift  into  the  hands  of  a  few, 
or  of  any  one  national  or  racial  group,  but,  as  at  the  Edinburgh 
Conference,  all  must  share  the  burden.  As  a  matter  of  convenience 
committees  may  from  time  to  time  act  in  national  or  continental 
sections,  but  in  planning  their  work  and  in  making  recommendations 
each  committee  will  speak  as  a  unit.  While  each  member  of  the 
Continuation  Committee  and  of  the  Special  Committees  will  be  true  to 
his  individuality  and  express  his  own  religious,  national,  and  racial 
convictions,  he  will  at  the  same  time  bear  in  mind  his  corporate 
responsibility  in  this  world’s  enterprise. 

The  Continuation  Committee  is  not  an  end  in  itself.  It  is  not  a. 
new  missionary  society,  and  will  not  perform  the  functions  of  one. 
It  was  called  into  being  by  representatives  of  many  societies  to 
serve  the  interests  of  all  in  a  comprehensive  way.  Its  highest 
ambition  is  to  be  the  servant  of  all.  Happily  there  is  little  danger 
that  this  Committee  will  drift  into  an  isolated  zone,  or  confine  itself 
to  academic  discussions,  for  its  personnel  ensures  that  its  investi¬ 
gations  and  other  activities  will  be  related  constructively  to  the 
missionary  plans  of  the  various  Christian  communions. 

The  Continuation  Committee  has  no  ecclesiastical  or  official 
character  in  the  sense  of  having  authority  to  represent  churches 
or  missionary  organizations.  It  has  and  it  wishes  to  have  no  more 
power  than  the  Edinburgh  Conference  had  and  conferred  upon  it. 
Its  work  will  be  purely  consultative  and  advisory,  and  in  no  sense 
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legislative  or  mandatory.  The  value  of  its  recommendations  will 
depend  upon  the  experience,  reality,  and  truth  behind  them.  The 
measure  of  its  authority  will  be  proportioned  to  the  sanity  of  its 
views,  the  degree  to  which  it  is  dominated  by  the  spirit  of  service, 
and  the  intrinsic  value  of  its  conclusions  and  counsel. 

In  all  its  co-operative  work  the  Continuation  Committee  asks  from 
none  of  its  members  or  others  associated  with  it  any  compromise  or 
obscuring  of  conscientious  conviction.  The  Committee  is  entirely 
mindful  of  its  limitations.  It  has  no  scheme  or  propaganda  of 
union.  It  is  true  to  the  Edinburgh  principle  of  not  dealing  with 
“  matters  which  are  concerned  with  the  doctrinal  or  ecclesiastical 
differences  of  the  various  denominations.”  It  does  not  forget  that 
there  are  large  fields  of  Christian  missionary  work  which  as  yet  are 
not  represented  upon  it.  Its  one  aim  is  to  be  loyal  to  the  method 
upon  which  at  Edinburgh  God’s  blessing  was  felt  to  rest,  the  method 
of  mutual  recognition  and  respect,  of  mutual  conference,  of  exchange 
of  experience  and  counsel,  of  united  prayer.  The  Committee  is 
confident  that,  if  God  have  work  for  it  to  do  toward  wider  and 
greater  results,  such  work  will  be  best  done  by  rigid  adherence  to 
the  principles  upon  which  men  of  many  sorts  found  it  possible  at 
Edinburgh  to  come  together  as  had  never  been  done  in  like  manner 
before,  without  any  compromise  of  principle  and  with  a  delightful 
sense  of  freedom  and  confidence.  The  work  of  the  eight  Commissions 
before  the  Edinburgh  Conference  and  of  the  Special  Committees 
since  that  time  shows  that  without  entering  controversial  regions 
there  is  a  vast  and  important  field  in  which  practical  conference 
and  even  co-operation  is  possible. 

As  the  influences  set  in  motion  at  Edinburgh  continue  to  operate, 
and  as  the  activities  of  its  Continuation  Committee  continue  to 
multiply,  through  investigations  and  studies,  conferences  and  publi¬ 
cations,  visitations  and  personal  intercourse,  the  setting  forth  of 
ideals  and  the  enlisting  of  intercession,  what  may  reasonably  be 
expected  as  the  outcome  ?  The  holding  of  this  ideal  and  hope 
steadily  in  view  will  best  ensure  the  realization  of  the  vision  seen 
at  Edinburgh. 

First  of  all,  we  may  expect  that  Christendom  will  have  kept 
before  it  as  in  no  preceding  decade  of  its  history  the  oneness  and 
the  wholeness  of  its  duty  and  responsibility  to  the  non-Christian 
world.  Leaders  and  supporters  of  missionary  activities,  even  those 
who  have  had  the  cause  most  at  heart,  have  hitherto,  generally  speak- 
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in g,  been  absorbed  with  fractional  parts  of  the  task  before  Christi¬ 
anity.  Each  one  has  been  necessarily  occupied,  it  may  have  been 
intensely,  with  the  activities  of  his  own  particular  communion,  and 
his  plans  have  been  concerned  at  the  best  with  but  a  small  part  of 
the  human  race.  The  processes  of  the  World  Conference  which 
are  to  be  carried  forward  by  the  Continuation  Committee  compel 
us  to  school  ourselves  in  learning  to  see  the  work  as  a  whole. 

We  may  look  forward  with  a  certainty  which  has  hitherto  been 
impossible  to  the  evolution  of  a  science  of  missions.  Not  until  the 
missionary  thinkers  of  all  nations  were  associated  in  the  definite 
purpose  to  bring  together  all  the  facts  from  the  entire  field  could 
the  elements  essential  to  a  comprehensive  and  adequate  mastery 
of  the  missionary  enterprise  be  supplied.  It  is  gratifying  to  notice 
the  growing  conviction  that  the  missionary  problem  must  hence¬ 
forth  be  treated  as  a  problem  in  applied  science.  The  existence  of 
the  Continuation  Committee  is  a  guarantee  that  the  scientific  idea 
will  be  a  permanent  factor  in  future  policies  relating  to  the  expansion 
of  Christianity.  \ 

In  the  pathway  of  the  development  of  a  comprehension  of  the 
mission  of  Christianity  to  all  mankind,  and  in  part  as  a  result  of 
this  process,  we  may  hope  to  see  exercised  a  more  masterly  strategy 
in  missionary  affairs.  It  is  evident  that  many  are  eager  that  the 
campaign  be  planned  with  more  deliberate  calculation,  and  that 
missionary  operations  be  characterized  by  an  abler  leadership  and 
maintained  by  a  statesmanship  of  strong  grasp  of  the  essential 
factors  in  the  missionary  situation.  This  is  absolutely  necessary 
if  the  Church  is  to  carry  out  its  task  of  bringing  the  full  power  of 
the  Gospel  to  bear  at  this  time  of  unprecedented  opportunity,  danger, 
and  urgency.  A  policy  which  combines  the  most  comprehensive 
and  exact  views  of  the  different  nations,  races,  and  communions 
can  most  truly  deal  with  the  world  situation  which  now  confronts 
the  Church. 

The  Edinburgh  Conference  and  the  creation  of  its  Continuation 
Committee  inspire  confidence  that  the  movement  toward  co-operation 
and  unity  will  go  from  strength  to  strength.  The  most  commanding 
vision  of  the  Conference  was  that  of  the  essential  unity  of  the  Christian 
missionary  forces  of  the  world.  It  was  the  first  gathering  in  history 
in  which  the  representatives  of  so  many  communions  had  come 
together  to  express  their  common  obligation  to  the  non-Christian 
world.  Its  members  saw  the  greatness  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and 
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recognized  how  powerful  must  be  the  forces  to  accomplish  the  under¬ 
taking.  The  conviction  laid  strong  hold  upon  them  that  Christen¬ 
dom  must  not  divert  or  waste  any  force  if  it  really  means  to  meet 
its  full  missionary  obligation.  It  seemed  unthinkable  that  the 
hundreds  of  different  missionary  organizations,  reported  in  the  new 
Statistical  Atlas ,  should  continue  to  go  separate  ways.  All  were 
agreed  that  the  forces  must  be  harmonized,  correlated,  and  unified 
by  the  Spirit  of  God.  All  were  convinced  that  it  would  be  a  calamity 
not  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  momentum  and  effectiveness  that  come 
from  the  united  action  of  well-distributed  forces.  It  was  realized 
keenly  that  a  divided  Christendom  is  not  only  an  ineffective  witness, 
but  in  reality  a  false  witness. 

Convictions  like  these,  based  upon  the  report  of  the  Commission 
on  Co-operation  and  Unity  and  upon  the  dispassionate  discussion 
of  this  subject,  gave  birth,  under  God,  to  the  Continuation  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  existence  of  this  Committee  shows  that  the  Church 
is  approaching  the  end  of  the  period  of  isolation  in  missionary 
activity,  when  Christian  bodies,  societies,  and  workers  go  about 
their  work  independent  of  each  other’s  knowledge,  experience,  and 
sense  of  duty.  It  is  profoundly  significant  that  there  is  a  permanent 
committee  to  serve,  however  inadequately,  the  interests  of  the 
united  work  of  the  many  organizations  represented  at  the  World 
Missionary  Conference.  It  may  be  easy  to  question  the  practical 
significance  of  a  great  gathering  like  that  at  Edinburgh,  but  when 
a  representative  committee  is  appointed  to  find  ways  to  give  ex¬ 
pression  to  this  spirit  of  co-operation  and  unity,  and  when  this 
committee  proceeds  to  carry  forward  definite  practical  tasks  by  the 
associated  effort  of  workers  of  different  nations  and  Christian  com¬ 
munions,  it  affords  solid  ground  for  hope  that  the  ideals  of  true  co¬ 
operation  and  unity  will  be  increasingly  realized.  Dr.  J.  Campbell 
Gibson,  chairman  of  the  Commission  on  the  Church  in  the  Mission 
Field,  has  well  said :  “It  was  not  an  artificial  unity  precariously 
maintained  through  a  few  days  of  self-restraint.  On  the  contrary, 
it  was  so  hearty,  so  genial,  and  so  unaffected  that  it  perfected  itself 
in  the  formation  of  a  Continuation  Committee  to  direct  this  new 
impulse  into  channels  of  practical  utility  for  carrying  on  the  work 
of  the  Conference  in  the  spirit  which  it  had  evolved.” 

In  working  toward  the  realization  of  this  divine  ideal  for  which 
Christ  prayed,  the  Continuation  Committee  will  emphasize  and 
employ  the  processes  which  characterized  the  Edinburgh  Conference 
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and  the  work  of  its  Commissions.  It  will  not  devote  itself  merely 
to  discussion,  but  to  bringing  the  Christian  workers  of  different 
names  and  climes  into  each  other’s  presence  and  binding  them 
together  in  friendship  and  fellowship.  It  will  continue  to  associate 
the  workers  of  different  communions  in  tasks  of  importance,  the 
accomplishment  of  which  will  be  of  practical  value  to  the  entire 
Church,  and  in  tasks  which  cannot  be  accomplished  without  unity 
of  action.  44  To  get  to  know  and  work  with  very  noble  Christians 
who  are  not  in  communion  with  us,”  as  Bishop  Montgomery  has 
said,  44  is  the  true  road  toward  future  unity.”  Personal  inter¬ 
course  leading  to  mutual  confidence  and  trust  is  far  more  likely  to 
issue  in  valuable  results  than  abstract  schemes.  In  everything, 
however,  it  will  be  recognized  that  the  first  requisite  is  unity  of 
spirit,  without  which  outward  co-operation  will  be  without  reality 
and  power.  How  important,  therefore,  it  is  to  preserve,  as  the 
Bishop  of  Oxford  (late  of  Birmingham)  has  so  aptly  emphasized, 
“the  atmosphere  in  which  men  loathe  to  differ  and  determine  to 
understand.”  Thus  it  may  be  hoped  that  what  was  tentative  and 
partly  timid  at  Edinburgh  may  be  continually  more  accepted  as 
natural  and  beneficent,  and  that  separated  Christians  may  realize 
steadily  and  habitually  that,  across  the  lines  of  division  and  without 
compromise  of  conviction,  they  can  meet  and,  in  not  a  few  cases, 
co-operate  and  help  one  another.  .  , 

Through  the  work  of  the  Continuation  Committee  the  Church 
will  be  turned  back  inevitably  upon  its  superhuman  resources. 
Facing  its  whole  duty,  as  all  these  activities  require,  will  bring  its 
members  to  realize  keenly  their  extremity.  The  very  evolution  of 
the  science  of  missions  and  the  development  of  the  larger  mission¬ 
ary  statesmanship — in  other  words,  the  perfection  of  the  human 
plans,  methods,  and  agencies — will  reveal  as  no  other  process  the 
absolute  insufficiency  of  man,  even  of  the  most  comprehensive  and 
effective  combinations  of  men,  and  will  give  a  realizing  sense  of  the 
indispensable  need  at  every  point  in  the  missionary  enterprise  of  a 
wisdom,  a  leadership,  and  an  energy  far  more  than  human.  Even 
the  growing  and  insistent  desire  for  real  unity  will  lead  Christians 
into  the  comparatively  hidden  secret  for  the  realization  of  their 
oneness,  although  the  secret  was  most  openly  emphasized  by  Christ, 
the  practice  of  intercession.  Yes,  back  of  Commissions  and  Com¬ 
mittees,  behind  investigations  and  conferences,  beyond  machinery 
and  movement,  undergirding  and  energizing  co-operative  activities 


CONTINUATION  COMMITTEE 


19 


and  united  plans  and  efforts,  is  Almighty  God,  the  source  of  the 
power  of  the  missionary  enterprise.  Well,  therefore,  did  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  Conference  in  creating  the  Continuation  Committee  place 
first  in  its  charter,  “  to  maintain  in  prominence  the  idea  of  the  World 
Missionary  Conference  as  a  means  of  co-ordinating  missionary  work, 
of  laying  sound  lines  for  future  development,  and  of  claiming  by 
corporate  action  fresh  stores  of  spiritual  force  for  the  evangelization 
of  the  world”  To  this  end  let  sincere  Christians  everywhere  make 
faithful  intercessions  on  behalf  of  the  Continuation  Committee  and 
the  increasing  number  of  workers  up  and  down  the  world  who  are 
being  associated  with  its  activities,  that  they  may  devote  them¬ 
selves  with  humility  of  spirit  and  patience  and  tenacity  of  will  to 
their  transcendently  important  work,  and  that  they  may  be  absolutely 
dominated  by  the  power  of  the  living  Christ. 
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